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An Invitation to Membership at St. James’




Vision & Mission

We acknowledge our presence on the traditional, ancestral, and unceded territory of the Coast
Salish Peoples.

Welcome to St. James’, especially if you are a newcomer or visitor. Children of all ages are fully
welcome at every liturgy. We hope that you will enjoy your visit here with us. Please help us to

get to know you by introducing yourself to one of the clergy.

VISION STATEMENT

Discovering the beauty of holiness in our lives and neighbourhood, by living a
Christ-centred sacramental life rooted in the Anglo-Catholic tradition.

MISSION OBJECTIVES

¢ To be a beacon for all as a neighbourhood and destination church where we invite and

welcome friends, family, and strangers into our midst;
¢ To deepen our life of prayer and formation in Christ;

¢ To develop relationships and fellowship in open, honest, and spiritual ways among

parishioners, with our neighbours, and those in need;

e To pursue and practice justice and mercy for the imparting of the Kingdom of God within and
beyond the Parish;

e To strive to maintain financial equilibrium, develop our reserves, and optimize the use of our

assets to ensure the preservation of our sacred space and ministry from generation to generation,
to the everlasting glory of God.
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Becoming a New Member
WHAT IS A MEMBER OF ST. JAMES’?

Those who attend the liturgy of the Parish, whether regularly or occasionally, are members of the
Parish. Attendance at the liturgy is the principal criterion for inclusion on the Parish
Membership Roll. We practice this open approach to membership firstly, because through the
liturgy, which is worship and the sacraments, the Holy Spirit enables us to serve as we grow into
our baptismal vocation. Secondly, because of the diversity of people drawn to it, St. James’ is both
a neighbourhood and a destination Church.

The journey of membership is growth in commitment to the vision of God’s kingdom and to
living that commitment communally in St. James’ Church through its particular vision and
mission. The source of commitment is the mystery of God’s grace which we celebrate at the
liturgy.

It is not necessary to “sign-up” to become a member at St. James’. If you attend any of the
liturgies celebrated at the Parish on an occasional, or more frequent basis, then you are a member
of the Parish. Please note - one can be on the membership roll of only one Parish in the Diocese
at the same time. Also, those who are housebound, and can no longer attend public liturgies, are
full members of St. James’. The purpose of this booklet, is to help us grow into our membership
which comprises asking for the ministry services of St. James’, making the commitment of
prayer, growing into our baptismal vocation and supporting the Parish.

Membership in the Church can be understood as three dimensional. First, we are members of
Christ through baptism; second, we are members in the one holy catholic and apostolic church;
and third, we are members of a local church community. This is our understanding of
membership, whatever part of Christ’s Church in which we find ourselves.

WHY SHOULD | BEGIN THE JOURNEY OF MEMBERSHIP?

Membership is a way to grow in our journey with Christ, develop strong relationships, and
belong to a community of faith. As a member you are invited to come as you are: become formed
by a pattern of deep prayer and worship with a sense of the mystery, beauty, creativity, and lure
of God. Receive guidance and encouragement to develop a strong character and spiritual life.
Learn the freedom and well-being which arises from serving. Join a ministry that offers you an
opportunity to discern and offer your gifts. Journey with others to work for God’s justice in our
neighbourhood, city and world. Develop a sacramental worldview—that all life is holy mystery.
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MINISTRY SERVICES

One part of growing in our membership is to ask for and participate in the following ministry
services. These liturgies, prayers, and sacraments are for our growth in discipleship and grace.

ANOINTING
Since New Testament times, Christians have offered prayer with the laying on of hands and
anointing. Customarily, holy oil is traced with the sign of the cross on our foreheads and in the
palms of our hands. During the anointing, it is Christ himself who touches us as the priest says,
“Through this holy anointing may the Lord in his love and mercy strengthen and uphold you by
the grace and power of the Holy Spirit.” The sacrament of anointing is offered on Thursday
mornings during the Mass and by request. You may receive the sacrament for yourself, on behalf
of another person or for a circumstance or situation in life needing healing. It is customary to
receive anointing once for the same intention. This sacrament is not offered as a cure but for
growth in our wholeness and grace. It is also offered at the time of dying for one’s journey to
God.

BLESSINGS

In our tradition, many things and life situations can be blessed. When we bless, we are
acknowledging everything as a gift from God, so it is an act of gratitude and a recognition that all
things and situations can be sacramental signs that participate in the honour and glory of God
and the redemption of the world. Things blessed can be anything from a bible or a cross, to a car,
bicycle or home. Especially during the season of Epiphany (January - February), you can have
your home blessed whether you have just moved or have lived there many years. Life situations
for blessing can include wedding anniversaries, birthdays, graduation, retirement, new work, or
moving into a care facility.

CONFESSION

Forgiveness and reconciliation is at the heart of Jesus Christ’s teaching and life. At nearly every
Mass, the people make an act of corporate confession and the priest gives absolution in the name
of Christ. Sacramental confession is a grace-filled opportunity to privately confess to God in the
hearing of a priest, who then pronounces absolution. For Catholic Christians, this sacrament is
treasured as an opportunity to grow in grace and conversion. It equips us on our journey of
reconciliation with God, the world, others, and ourselves. This sacrament may be celebrated by
penitents monthly, in preparation for Holy Days, or as their conscience prompts them during a
lifetime. Sacramental confession is available on Sundays before High Mass at the confessionals at
the back of the church or by arrangement with a priest.
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EXTRAORDINARY EUCHARIST

On certain pastoral occasions it is seemly to celebrate the eucharist in your home or workplace.
Occasions may include anniversaries, the commemoration of a loved one departed or a
significant life transition such as moving out of the home. Also, bible study groups, prayer
groups, and fellowship groups may desire to share in the Eucharist together in one another’s
home from time to time.

FUNERALS

We believe that the mystery of life continues through death. As Catholic Christians our faith in
the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ inspires us to celebrate the death of our loved ones
with hope and joy even in the midst of sorrow. Therefore we celebrate a Mass (Requiem Mass)
with the body present, if possible, to honour that it was a temple of the Holy Spirit. A Vigil, a
simple rite of prayers and scripture, may also be observed when the body is brought into the
church the night before the Requiem. Since the days after a death are often so demanding,
observing a vigil is a opportunity for stillness and reflection.

Our dying can be a precious opportunity for our transformation and conversion. Holy anointing
(last rites, last unction) is a sacramental gift to equip us on our journey into the mystery of God.

HOME COMMUNION

When you are unable to be present at the Mass for reasons of health or mobility, you are invited
to receive the precious Body from the reserved sacrament (host consecrated at an earlier Mass) in
your home or other location. For some, home communion can meet a temporary or short term
need while in recovery; for others, it is a long term arrangement for parishioners who are no
longer able to attend Mass at the church. If you desire home communion, please make a clear
request to the clergy.

MARRIAGE

The sacrament of marriage is an outward and visible sign of God’s love and mirrors Christ’s love
for the Church. It is a high calling and sacred trust between us and the Holy Trinity. The
sanctifying grace of this sacrament will always be with us. Preparation for celebration of the
sacrament begins with conversation with a parish priest.
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PRAYERS AT MASS

At every Mass, we offer prayers for those in need. The Prayers of the People may be offered by
the celebrant or a parishioner. When you have a prayer request for a person or situation, make
your request known to one of the clergy or the office at any time (604-685-2532). Two prayer lists
are offered: the daily list and a weekly list. The daily list is for critical and short term needs, and is
updated weekly and upon request. The weekly list is for those with long term needs, and those
prayers are offered at Mass on Thursdays. Customarily, consent is given before prayers are
offered publicly.

RECEPTION INTO THE ANGLICAN COMMUNION

People come to St. James’ from many different Christian traditions and backgrounds. Some

request to be formally received into our Communion from a different church. Reception is a
recognition of the person as a member of the one holy catholic and apostolic Church and an
incorporation into the fellowship of the Anglican community.

RITES OF INITIATION—BAPTISM AND CONFIRMATION

The Christian journey begins with baptism through which we become brothers and sisters in
Christ. A person may be baptised at any age. Through confirmation, the baptised Christians are
strengthened in their vows made at baptism. Candidates who seek baptism and confirmation
receive preparation from the clergy and parish. These sacraments are offered to those who desire
to live out their baptismal vocation with the parish community.

SPIRITUAL ACCOMPANIMENT

Following in the way of Christ is always a communal action. Each of us needs the encouragement
and challenge of our brothers and sisters in Christ, in order to grow and be faithful. Since the
early years of the church, people have discerned through prayer and identified another Christian
to accompany them in their journey with Christ.

THANKSGIVING FOR A CHILD

Upon the birth of a child, the church offers prayers of thanksgiving which may be offered in the
hospital, in the home or at church. This rite marks a joyous, and sometimes traumatic event for a
family. In time, the family may wish to present the child for baptism.

Acknowledging a loss of pregnancy may also be a time to reach out in prayer with pastoral

accompaniment. At this time, it can be a reassurance to know that another is upholding us in
prayer and sharing with us in our loss.
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What are the commitments of a member?

All of the following expectations are suggested as signposts for your Christian journey at St.
James’. You will not be expected to have everything perfectly in place as soon as you arrive, or as
soon as you become a member, but it is our hope that this offers you a clear picture of how your
commitment to membership may be made real and fruitful.

l. TO PRAY: WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
Our vision commits us to “living a Christ-centred sacramental life”.

Worship is at the core of our life together in Christ. Members are expected to participate in the
life of worship at St. James’. We encourage weekly attendance at Eucharist on Sundays and,
when possible, at least once during the week as well. Participation at the Feast Days is also
warmly encouraged. Faith and communal life is practiced and strengthened through the
celebration of worship on Sundays and weekdays as well as other principal days. Another gift of
the Parish of St. James’ to the life of the Church is the constant offering of public prayer. Morning
and Evening Prayer is said every day of the year. You are always welcome to join in this sacrifice
of praise.

The Anglo-Catholic tradition emphasizes a sacramental worldview. This means, fundamentally,
that all life is considered holy mystery. The sacraments invite us to participate in and reverence
that mystery in a way that informs and guides our whole life. To mark significant life transitions,
to grow in communal life, to acknowledge need and to receive nourishment for the whole self,
the sacraments are gifts available to us.

We celebrate and offer the seven sacraments of God’s kingdom:

e Baptism

e  Eucharist

e  Confirmation

e  Reconciliation or Penance/Confession

¢  Anointing for Healing and Last Unction
e  Marriage

e  Ordination
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. TO GROW IN OUR BAPTISMAL VOCATION

The foundation of our life in Christ is given and sustained by the grace of baptism. Our primary
work in life is to grow in our baptismal vocation. These promises made at baptism, known as the
baptismal covenant, offer the contours to shape our life at home, at work, at play, and at rest.

The Baptismal Covenant

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the
prayers? With God’s help, I will.

Will you persevere in resisting evil and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?
With God’s help, I will.

Will you proclaim by word and example the good news of God in Christ?
With God’s help, I will

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbour as yourself?
With God’s help, I will.

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being?
With God’s help, I will.

To help us grow in our baptismal vocation, we can adopt and develop several practices or tools
for lifelong spiritual formation, both personal and corporate. As a Parish we are encouraging and
equipping parishioners to establish and maintain a rule of life. A rule of life is a gift from the
living tradition of the Church which equips the baptized people of God for the daily renewal of
life in the passion and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. A rule of life is an intentional and
explicit framework for discipleship. Its purpose is to help Christians, as individuals who are on a
personal journey of faith and yet are always members of a community of faith, to live our lives as
a daily conversion of life by the Holy Spirit.

To explore this further please speak with one of the clergy and see the booklet “Renewing and
Reviewing our Rule of Life” which is available in the narthex.
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As one of our primary mission objectives we commit to be hospitable and inviting to friends,
family and strangers in the St. James’ community.

So as a community of faith we commit to:

- live by our Baptismal promises to respect the dignity of every human being and to seek and
serve Christ in all persons, loving our neighbour as ourselves.

- welcome all who come regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, appearance, marital status, sexual
orientation or social status.

- welcome each and every person at St. James’ as our brothers and sisters in Christ.

All who enter the sacred space of the Church commit to:

- be respectful of this consecrated place that is dedicated to God. Its beauty, cleanliness and order
are maintained so that it remains a fitting place for the encounter between God and humanity.

- preserve St. James' as a place of peace, where all can gather in safety, mutual tolerance and
respect, free from fear or disturbance.

- honour this sacred space and honour each other as we meet within it, so we give glory to God
and abide by Christ’s commandment to love God and to love one another.

TO SUPPORT FINANCIALLY

A first time visitor to St. James’ once remarked, “it is just remarkable that you are here”. The
visitor was moved by the beauty of the sacred space and the daily offering of public worship. It is
remarkable that St. James’ has worshipped and witnessed in this neighbourhood for so many
years through the generosity, commitment and vision of many parishioners. So today, every
member of St. James’ is asked to prayerfully discern how to financially support the work and
ministry of the parish.

No-one is expected to give beyond their means. Neither is membership at St. James’” determined
by our ability to finically support the parish. However, financial support is one dimension of
membership which each of us is expected to keep prayerfully discerning. The parish envelope
secretary and treasurer are available for support and advice.
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How do | journey further in membership?

This is an important step for you and the community. We hope to make the process an
encouraging and affirming one. Once you have prayerfully discerned that you would like to
journey further as a member, you may first fill out the form in this book or have a conversation
with one of the clergy or lay leaders of St. James. Once the form is filled out and you have had the
opportunity to meet with someone in person to discuss your questions and share your thoughts,
your information will become part of our parish database and we will follow up with you within a
few weeks to confirm your membership steps. We will offer prayers of thanksgiving for you and
for the work and goodness of God in your life and our community.

LEAVING ST. JAMES’

For some on their journey, time in this church may form part of a time in discerning your
spiritual path. God may call us to different spiritual homes. Our prayer and desire is that each of
us discover where we are called to be, to worship and to serve. Before you leave St. James’ please
speak with one of the clergy, and with other parishioners whom you may have got to know. This
will give us the opportunity to give thanks for your time among us, and to uphold you in our
prayers as you continue to discern your baptismal vocation and seek out the local church to
which you are called to belong.
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St. James’ Anglican Church
Parish Membership Form

All who attend the liturgy at St. James’ are Members of the Parish.
(This includes the housebound who once attended the liturgy.)

The information you provide will assist the parish to better minister with
you.

By completing this form your contact information will form part of our
database and appear on the Parish Directory, which is available to parish

officers only.

We handle and protect your personal information following the principles
as outlined in the Personal Information Protection Act (PIPA).

Note: all of the following information fields are optional.

Completed forms can be returned in the offering plate or to the
Parish Office.



Contact Information

Last Name

First Name

Middle Name(s)

Address

City

Province

Postal Code

Home Phone

Work Phone

Cell Phone

Email

Emergency Contact Name

Emergency Contact Phone

Most Parish communications are delivered through email. Your address will
not be shared or used for any other purpose. If you do not have an email ad-
dress you can read the back section of the Mass booklets for news and an-
nouncements.



Signiﬁcant Dates (to celebrate the anniversaries of sacraments)

Date of Birth (optional)

Baptism: Yes 0 No O
If Yes, date

Confirmation Yes O No O

If Yes, date

Reception: Yes 00 No O
If Yes, date

Married O Partnered O Other O
If Yes, date

Date of membership at St. James’

Date of first visit to St. James’

Which liturgies of the Church do you regularly attend?

Sunday Low Mass O
Sunday High Mass O
Weekday Mass O
Daily Offices OO

Work

Please check and include occupation (past or present)

Working OO Retired O

Other O

Occupation



Family

Spouse’s | Partner’s Name

Children’s Name(s)

Dependent’s Name(s)

Other

If your spouse or partner and/or children are members please fill out a
form for each of them, otherwise please include their names above.

Thank you for completing this form
and helping in the renewal of our parish.

St. James’ Anglican Church

S ) 303 East Cordova Street

m t.J al I les Vancouver, BC V6A 114
“ ANGLICAN CHURCH T: 604-685-2532

F: 604-685-7605
E: office@stjames.bc.ca



Directory of Guilds and Ministries
INVITE & WELCOME

WELCOMING GUILD

We welcome people on the front steps of the Church before Sunday’s High Mass and again at Coffee Hour
after High Mass. It’s a wonderful way to meet new people and engage with our St. James’ community. We
provide a bit of training and you can participate whenever you have the time and energy to extend a

welcome.

NARTHEX GUILD

Narthex Guild volunteers welcome each and every person at St James’ as our brothers and sisters in
Christ. In addition to welcoming service attendees with eyes, words and/or gestures, we hand out service
sheet bulletins, arrange which group or family will bring the elements to the priest at the offertory, take up
collection, assist with other necessities or emergencies at the back of the church, and clean up the pew
racks at the end of the service. Recognizing Christ in all who enter, we also monitor activity during the
service, assist individuals in need and attempt to help those seeking information about the church and
parish/neighbourhood.

PAX

PAX is a quarterly review of the events, plans and personal faith journey reflections of the members and
friends of the multi-faceted parish of St. James'. PAX aims to draw parishioners and others together by
telling our story. For those with skills and experience in journalism, photography, computer literacy and
other related disciplines. Quarterly planning session but most work is done on the internet.

PRAYER & FORMATION

FLOWER GUILD

Flowers have always been an integral part of Christian worship, especially in the Anglican tradition. Mass
at St. James’ is always honoured with beautiful flowers in the sanctuary and other parts of the church,
reminders of creation and God’s love for all. On feast days such as Christmas and Easter, the church is
especially filled with their fragrance and beauty. For those who are interested in flower arranging no
experience is necessary, but new members work with an experienced member for a couple of months
before joining the roster. No meetings, but must commit to arranging flowers once a month.
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CHOIR

To lead the gathered faithful in the worship of God through music by adding to the sense of
transcendence inherent in our worship. We sing the musical portions of liturgies at St James’, drawing on
the finest possible sacred choral music.

For those who wish to enjoy the many spiritual, social, and physical benefits of choral singing, including
the opportunity to sing some of the finest choral music ever written. The High Mass Choir rehearses and
sings at liturgies from September through the Feast of Corpus Christi (usually early— to mid-June). The
choir is on duty most Sunday mornings during that period, on feast days, and occasionally for Choral
Evensong on the last Sunday of the month. Women and men of the choir alternate some Sundays, to give
time off during the year. Some choral experience is necessary, as is an ability to read music at some level.
Typically, there is a probationary period of about a month, during which an new singer and the Organist
& Choirmaster can determine whether the singer and choir are a good fit for each other. Admission to the
choir is by interview and audition with Gerald Harder, the Organist & Choirmaster.

PRAYERLINK

Prayerlink is a group of parishioners who commit to praying daily for members of the parish, and issues
throughout the world. Members are approved by one of the clergy, and are committed to a confidentiality
agreement to preserve people’s privacy. People must agree to be prayed for, or the concern is in the public
domain already, i.e. on the prayer list, or common knowledge. A list, and updates are circulated mainly by
email, but also by hand if necessary. St. James’ is known as a praying church.

READERS' & INTERCESSORS' GUILD

A group of dedicated and talented readers are responsible for the Bible readings and intercessions or
prayers of the people on Sundays at the High Mass at 10:30 am. For those who feel a deep commitment to
our worship and wish to participate in it in a particularly meaningful way. Those who are used to reading
or presenting before a group are particularly invited to join, but of course advice, preparation, and some
instruction is offered. A rota is drawn up two or three months in advance and it is essential that members
commit to attend as scheduled.

SANCTUARY GUILD

To worship and glorify God by preserving the heritage and traditions of St. James” Anglican Church in
caring for the linens, vessels, furnishings and vestments.

For those interested in attending to the needs and beautification of the Sanctuary, Lady Altar and Blessed

Sacrament Chapel. Meets every Saturday morning on a regular basis throughout the year with additional
business meetings held periodically. A three month probationary period is required.
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SERVERS’ GUILD

Servers are boys, girls, men and women who assist the Celebrant, Deacon and Sub-Deacon in the
celebration of the Mass, as well as other services such as Evensong.

When servers were almost all boys they were referred to as “altar boys”. In the Anglican Church, as well as
most Roman Catholic parishes, girls and women also serve, so the term “server” is both more accurate and
comprehensive.

Servers are usually members of the laity, although some servers are in training for the priesthood. Priests
in training are referred to as ‘postulants’. Whatever their title, the role of servers has long been considered
an important one. Many priests and laity served at the altar when young. Serving in this way can enrich
and deepen one’s faith.

CHRISTIAN FORMATION

Committing to spiritual formation means committing to practices which deepen our relationship with
God in a daily and regular way. These practices draw us inward to reflection and contemplation as well as
outward to works of compassion and self-giving.

The family nurtures our sense of belonging, of place, and of who we are. In the Church family, sacraments
of Baptism, Confirmation, and Marriage are the outwardly visible celebrations of that belonging. And in
the final days of life, we turn to the church to ease our passing and celebrate our heavenly birth.

The tradition at St. James includes a rich number of prayer practices, confession, scripture reading and
study, following the example of the saints, regular worship, devotion to Mary, intellectual inquiry, and
developing a rule of life. They are all intended to draw us into the heart of God, develop a relationship
with Jesus Christ, and enkindle a desire to work for a more just and peaceful society, particularly in our
neighbourhood.

HOLY FAITH LIBRARY

To maintain a parish library, which provides materials for study and reflection. For those who wish to
serve the parish. No meetings.
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YOUTH AND FAMILY

To support and nurture the children and young people of the parish and their families. The Ministry
provides family friendly space during the Mass and formation events for children and their parents/
caregivers.

For those who enjoy working with children and wish to help grow an important ministry within the
parish. Training and support are offered. A police record check is required.

RELATIONSHIPS & FELLOWSHIPS

ANGLICAN CHURCH WOMEN (ACW)

To support the outreach mission of the Church, through prayer, work and fellowship. Supports ministries
in Canada and world-wide. Fundraises for Save the Children. For those who have an interest in
supporting outreach to those in need. You will benefit from fellowship and contributing to people outside
the parish. There are four evening meetings a year.

MOTHERS’ UNION

The Mothers” Union is a Christian organization which promotes the well-being of families worldwide. We

achieve this by:

e developing prayer and spiritual growth in families;

e studying and reflecting on family life and marriage and their place in society;

e resourcing our members to take practical action to improve conditions for families, both nationally
and in the communities in which they live.

These aims lead branches to take on a variety of functions relating to family life in their parishes,

depending on need. MU at St. James’ are responsible for baptismal preparation and receptions,

fundraising for the Northern Clergy Families’ Fund; and the MU Overseas fund. This fund pays salaries to

MU workers in third world countries, very often the backbone of their communities. MU workers help

with sewing, cooking, agriculture, health and nutrition, youth training, moral guidance, Bible teaching,

and AIDS counselling. The MU Literacy Program, the Family Life Program and the Parenting Program

have changed the lives of women living in Africa. They have given them confidence to manage their

family accounts, start micro industries to buy needed supplies for their villages and to discuss the sharing

of responsibility of parenting with their husbands, hitherto unknown in their community.
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THE PRIMATE’S WORLD RELIEF AND DEVELOPMENT FUND

The Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund (PWRDF) works in partnership with organizations in
Canada and throughout the world to support people-centred development that improves the quality of
daily life for vulnerable populations, promotes self-reliance, and addresses root causes of poverty and
injustice.

WOMEN’S GUILD

To provide fellowship and community service. Raises funds for the upkeep of public rooms and the Clergy
House/Rectory. Provides funeral reception services for a small fee, and holds Spring and Fall Rummage
Sales plus a Winter Boutique. Also has an Outreach program which financially supports Vancouver
School of Theology, Missions to Seafarers, and St. James Community Service Society.

For those interested in Fellowship and community service. The first Friday of the Month at 11:00am
except June, July and August. Meetings that fall on a Feast Day are held at 4:00 pm before the 6:30 pm
service. The Annual General Meeting is held in January nearest the Feast of the Epiphany.

PASTORAL CARE MINISTRY

To support parishioners who are experiencing difficulties and especially those who are unable to regularly
attend liturgies. We meet monthly to share information and concerns and to support one another.

Parishioners unable to attend liturgies receive regular phone calls and occasional visits. Supported by the
lay administrant, these parishioners also receive Holy Communion monthly (as nearly as possible).
Parishioners who are ill at home or in hospital receive visits and Holy Communion as desired.

JUSTICE & MERCY

OUTREACH COMMITTEE

To provide assistance, both financial and personal, from St. James' Church, to meet requests for help, or to
offer assistance to suitable beneficiaries. Seek to show that the St James' community shares in the needs of
others, and to strengthen the bonds between our community and others in need.

SOCIAL JUSTICE

To organize the parish to take action on issues of social injustice in our community. Because we believe
the Gospel is social at its very heart, and because the pursuit of justice is central to the mission of the
parish, we seek ways to alleviate human suffering and inequality, with an emphasis on issues that affect
our neighbours. In service, in relationship, and in love, we will train leaders and empower ordinary people
to build a just and compassionate society. All welcome. You probably have a healthy curiosity about the
roots of injustice and what you can do.
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STREET OUTREACH INITIATIVE

The Street Outreach Initiative (SOI) deploys an Anglican Priest on the sidewalks and streets of the Parish
of St. James” Church, providing pastoral care to street-involved adults struggling with poverty, hunger,
mental illness, trauma, homelessness, addiction, violence, and chronic illness.

COMING HOME SOCIETY

The Coming Home Society works in partnership with Urban Native Youth Association to care for
homeless Aboriginal women aged 17 to 24 from the streets of our Parish. These women carry the legacy of
Canada’s Residential School system, and so have grown up with family instability, neglect, abuse, family
violence, and substance abuse.

SAINT JAMES’ MUSIC ACADEMY

Saint James’ Music Academy provides free classical music education to area children and youth. SJMA
teaches music, but the mission is much deeper and broader: to enlarge the future for Vancouver’s most at-
risk children, to let the transcendent, joyful power of music lift them to a new place of self-worth, of
possibilities, and of optimistic outcomes. SJMA wants the power of music to teach the children vital life
skills, and to give them new experiences in teamwork and success.

FINANCIAL EQUILIBRIUM

ENVELOPE SECRETARY

The envelope secretary handles all manner of donations to the Church, including intended donations,
envelope offerings, credit card contributions, online donations and is responsible for banking duties. The
Envelope Secretary reports to the Treasurer and the Stewardship Committee.

COUNTERS

To support the liturgical guilds by accurately processing the weekly collection, ensuring that donations are
recorded on a report for the Envelope Secretary, and are directed to the appropriate ministries. Anyone
may join, but experience in handling cash and preparing bank deposits is useful. Four teams of counters
rotate.

FINANCE COMMITTEE

The Finance Committee is constituted of members of the parish, and those seeking to support its mission
of worship and service. They are appointed on the basis of recommendation and voluntary commitment
of time and talent to St. James; such voluntary service does not require specific financial expertise but an
intelligent understanding of relevant budgetary process and oversight of church investments.
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The primary mandate of the Committee is to be an advisory party to the Board of Trustees, intending to
be an effective steward of the parish financial resources so that its worship and service is sustained.
Committee members are tasked with bringing their expertise and experience to the ongoing oversight of
the parish finances, from nurture of its investments to optimum budgeting in terms of income and
expenditure. A particular task is assisting the Treasurer with the preparation of the annual budget for
presentation to the parish in November.

The Committee is a standing committee of the Board of Trustees, chaired by the Treasurer and appointed
by the Rector. Thus it operates in an advisory capacity with respect to matters of financial strategy, and is
subject to the determination of the congregation through Vestry and the Wardens as well as Diocesan
canons.

The Committee meets on a regular basis, normally four times annually, but can be convened in addition
as might be required. The deliberations and recommendations of the Committee are reported by the
Treasure to the Trustees, Wardens and Rector.

STEWARDSHIP

Stewardship, broadly speaking, is the care and management of resources; in our case, church resources.
Bible references are often used to illustrate giving, often about sowing and reaping, and the parable of the
Talents, where the expectation is to multiply the resources we are given. The task of the Stewardship
Committee is to develop a plan for giving that is suited to our parish and to encourage giving both for
present needs and to ensure that we have a solid foundation for the future.
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OUR VISION: Discovering the beauty of holiness in our lives and neighbourhood, by living a
Christ-centred sacramental life rooted in the Anglo-Catholic tradition.

To learn more about worship at St. James’ see the booklet — Worship — found on the website
and at the entrance to the church (narthex). To read more about activities and spiritual formation
at St. James’ see our website www.stjames.bc.ca.

303 East Cordova Street, Vancouver, BC V6A 1L4
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