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Provision of Flowers for the Altars 
WHY DO WE HAVE FLOWERS ON THE ALTARS? 

  

We take the flowers which God has created, flowers which remind us of the everlasting freshness 

and beauty of God’s love for us, and offer them back to him in love and thanksgiving by placing 

them on the altar to his glory. 

 

The altar is at the center of our faith at St. James’.  Each separate part of the Mass, and this 

includes flowers, music, incense, candles, every movement of body and every word spoken, 

directs our senses, our thoughts, our emotions, our very souls to that time and place on the altar 

when the bread and wine are consecrated, when God comes to us and we are invited to approach 

and share in the Blessed Sacrament, the source and strength of our life as Christians.  Everything 

at St. James’ flows toward the altar, and radiates from the altar.  Flowers are a part of this act of 

faith. 

 

 

WHY WOULD I MAKE A DONATION OF ALTAR FLOWERS? 

 

 There are many reasons why you  might want to specially dedicate the altar flowers on a 

 particular Sunday.  It can be a way to honour the memory of a departed loved one.  It can be a 

 special way to mark a significant birthday or anniversary.  It can be a way of giving thanks for a 

 special event, such as the birth of a child.  Flowers can also be given as a general thanksgiving 

 for all the many blessings you have received in your life. 

 

 

HOW DO I MAKE A FLOWER DONATION? 

 

 A flower donation may be made for any of the three church altars:  the High Altar, the altar 

 in the Lady Chapel, or the altar in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel.   

 

 If you would like to make a donation to sponsor the flowers on a particular Sunday, please call 

 the Church Office (604-685-2532) to give the wording of your flower dedication.   Your 

 dedication will appear in the service bulletin for the particular Sunday that you have chosen. 

 

 Sometimes more than one person will select the same altar for a certain Sunday.  All 

 dedications will appear in the Sunday bulletin.  At Christmas and Easter, instead of dedicating 

 flowers for particular altars, parishioners make dedications toward the beautification of the entire 

 church, Lady Chapel, and Blessed Sacrament Chapel.  The wording of  each donor’s dedication is 

 printed in the service bulletins for the Christmas and Easter celebrations. 



HOW MUCH DO FLOWERS COST AND HOW DO I MAKE MY PAYMENT? 

 

 The cost of flowers for the High Altar is $50.  The cost for the Lady Chapel or Blessed 

 Sacrament Chapel is $30. 

 

 You can make your payment via your church envelope.  Simply include cash or a cheque and 

 mark  the amount and the purpose (ie. “Flowers”) on the outside of your envelope.  Another 

 option is to mail a cheque to the Church Office (303 E. Cordova Street, Vancouver, B.C.  V6A 

 1L4).  Alternatively, you may drop off  your money or cheque to the Office between 9 am and  

 4 pm, Monday to Saturday.   Cheques should be made payable to St. James’ Anglican Church. 

 

 You can also contact the Church Office to request that your dedication be billed to your credit  

 card or automatic debit request. 

 

 You will receive a charitable tax receipt from St. James’ Church for your flower donation.  Tax 

 receipts are sent out in January each year, so you will receive your receipt in January or early 

 February for any donations made during the prior year. 

 

 

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE FLOWERS? 

 

 Members of the Flower Guild choose the flowers and arrange them weekly.  While some of the  

 flowers and greenery come from gardens of members of the congregation, most of it is purchased  

 from our floral supply company.  Financially, we, as members of the congregation, are all  

 responsible for the flowers. 

 

 

HOW ARE THE FLOWERS CHOSEN? 

 

 Colours are symbolic of the seasons of the Christian year and the colour of the flowers on the

 altars is a powerful way of drawing attention to the teachings of each season.   For more 

 information please see ‘Colour and the Christian Year’ at the back of this booklet. 

 | 3  



DOES THE FLOWER GUILD DO ARRANGEMENTS FOR WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS? 

 

 The Flower Guild will do wedding flowers (flowers on the High Altar, and two standards) at the  

 regular rates for flower donations.  Requests must be made to the head of the Flower Guild well 

 in advance of the occasion.   The Guild does not normally provide flowers for funerals. 

 

 

HOW CAN I CONTRIBUTE TO THE FLOWERS? 

 

 There are three ways in which anyone can contribute.  First, if you have a garden or have access 

 to a garden, you can let a member of the Flower Guild know that you may be able to help.  

 Secondly, if you can arrange flowers or have an interest in learning to arrange flowers, you can 

 let that be known too.  Men can be great gardeners and they can be great flower arrangers too!  

 Membership in the Flower Guild is not limited to women.  Thirdly, you can make 

 a donation to the work of the Flower Guild. 

 

 The Flower Guild welcomes new members!  Training and support is provided and you will be 

 given a detailed description of your duties.  Once you are comfortable in the role, your name will 

 be placed on a roster and  you will be responsible for buying and arranging the flowers once  

 every few weeks, depending on how many members there are in the Guild.  When it is your  

 turn, the time commitment is about three hours.  Flowers are purchased from a  

 wholesale florist with whom we have an account, so there is no financial cost to you. 

 

 Please contact  Margaret Vickers at 604-327-5502  for more information. 
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‘COLOUR  AND THE CHRISTIAN YEAR’ 

 

The symbolism of colours is a powerful teaching tool and there are particular reasons for the 

choice of colour at each season of the Christian year. 

 

White, gold (yellow), and green can be used any time that there are flowers on the altar.  They are 

a trinity of colours, all of which in one way or another can be considered as representing the Holy 

Trinity, God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - the God who loves us and whom we worship 

every time the Mass is celebrated. 

 

There are three stories told briefly in every Mass.  There is the Creation story of how God made 

the world and everything in it, and how he loves his creation and yearns for us to turn to him in 

love and walk in his ways.  The second story is of Jesus who was born a man, just as we were, 

lived a life among us as a man, and died, as does each of us, as a man.  And yet Jesus was in a 

mysterious way at the same time God himself, come to be born, live and die a human life,  

simultaneously true God and true man.  Then there is our story, the story of our willfulness in 

turning away from God, in not responding to his love, and walking stubbornly in our own way, 

the way of sin.  But through the perfect life and death of Jesus, God has enabled us each to turn 

from sin and reach toward our own salvation. 

 

Each of these stories is at least mentioned in every Mass and they are all intertwined, but it has  

become customary to place greater emphasis on a single story at appropriate seasons of the year. 

 

The birth of Jesus who brings light to the world is celebrated on December 25 and signals the  

beginning of the Christmas season when we retell the story of Jesus’ birth.  During this season we 

continue to celebrate the Holy Trinity, but the flowers on the altars become predominantly white, 

symbolic of the light that Jesus has brought into the world.   

 

As the story of Jesus’ life and ministry continues, the shadows gather and we become aware of the 

cruel death that awaits Jesus and of our own collective guilt in his death.  Suddenly Lent is here 

and the importance shifts to our own story.  The white, gold, and green flowers usually offered to 

the glory of God give way to the purple of the altar hangings and vestments, signaling our need 

for penitence.  The penitential purple of Lent is signaled from the sanctuary until that terrible 

Friday when sin seems triumphant, the light of Christ has flickered out, and Jesus is dead.  There 

is no longer any light or colour shining from the sanctuary.  Everything is black. 

 

On Sunday the flowers are back in the sanctuary in profusion, the white flowers proclaiming in 

triumph that the light of Christ has burst from the tomb as Jesus has returned to life.  The white, 

gold and green flowers that are offered to the glory of God are also an offering of thanksgiving for 
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the Resurrection.  The important story now is the story of the Resurrection and what happens 

next in the life of the resurrected Jesus.  And so the Easter story continues through the days of his 

last contact with his disciples, his promise to send us a helper, and his ascension into heaven. 

 

The next colour change occurs on the Feast of Pentecost.  On this occasion the Holy Spirit is said 

to have come in ‘tongues of flame’, so the story of Pentecost is proclaimed in red flowers and red 

vestments.  However red is reserved for that day only, because the work of the promised 

‘comforter’, the Holy Spirit of God, seems to be that of the sustainer, the nurturer, as God’s 

people set forth to follow Jesus.  The season of Pentecost becomes the story of the formation of 

the Church and its continuation into the present time.   

 

The season now called Pentecost used to be called Trinity, and was when the Creation story was 

told and continued throughout Old Testament history to the prophets who both cried out 

warnings to a sinful people who would not walk with God, and predicted the coming of the 

Messiah who would save God’s people, thus setting the scene for the next great event - the birth 

of Christ.  Pentecost is a simultaneous celebration of the creativity of God the Father and  of our 

own continuing story, following in the footsteps of the risen Christ under the care and guidance 

of the Holy Spirit. 

 

The colour that denotes the Creation, the colour of growth, is green, and green becomes the 

predominant colour in the sanctuary as we retell the story of creation, of God’s love for us, our 

rejection of him, and our glorification of him.   

 

As we end the stories, we return to the beginning and get ready to tell them again.  As we 

anticipate the birth of Christ, we become acutely aware of our own unworthiness and enter 

another penitential season, Advent, during which we try to make ourselves more worthy of the 

priceless gift that we are about to receive.  The flowers disappear, the colour signal is purple, and 

our own story of sin and error is told as we do our best to cleanse ourselves in preparation for 

Christmas. 

 

                               - Margaret Vickers 
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OUR VISION: Discovering the beauty of holiness in our lives and neighbourhood, by living a Christ-
centred sacramental life rooted in the Anglo-Catholic tradition. 
 
To learn more about worship at St. James’ see the booklet — Worship — found on the website and at 
the entrance to the church (narthex). To read more about activities and spiritual formation at St. 
James’ see our website www.stjames.bc.ca. 

303 East Cordova Street, Vancouver, BC V6A 1L4  

Telephone: 604-685-2532 Email: office@stjames.bc.ca 

 

www.stjames.bc.ca 


