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Welcome 

We acknowledge with gratitude and respect our presence on the ancestral, traditional 
and un-ceded territory of the xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam), Sḵwx̱wú7mesh (Squamish), 
and səl�ilwətaɬ (Tsleil-Waututh) First Nations. 
 
Welcome to St. James’ for this great Festival of the Birth of Christ. We wish everyone a 
Joyful and Peaceful Christmas. 
 
• Washrooms are available: please see one of the Greeters for directions. 
• Do not leave personal belongings unattended at your seat. 
• Please refrain from taking photographs/video during the service without consent. 
• Offerings may be given at the Offertory during Mass or via the 

Giving page on www.stjames.bc.ca. You can scan this QR code with 
your smartphone to go directly there. 

o Regular givers are invited to set up a PAD/Credit Card 
payment. For info email envelope.secretary@stjames.bc.ca. 

http://www.stjames.bc.ca/
mailto:envelope.secretary@stjames.bc.ca
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A Reflection 

     First Shepherd 
Hail, comely and clean! Hail, young child! 
Hail, maker of all I mean, of a maiden so mild! 
Thou hast confounded, I ween, the Warlock so wild: 
The false guiler of men, now goes he beguiled. 
     Lo, he merries! 
Lo, he laughs, my sweeting! 
Ah! A well fair meeting! 
I have holden my telling: 
     Have a bob of cherries. 
 
     Second Shepherd 
Hail, sovereign saviour, for thou hast us sought! 
Hail, fresh root and flower, that all things hast wrought! 
Hail, full of favour, that made all of nought! 
Hail! I kneel and I cower. A bird have I brought 
     To my bairn. 
Hail, tiny little mop! 
Of our creed thou art crop: 
I would drink on thy cup, 
     Little day-star 
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     Third Shepherd 
Hail, darling dear, full of Godhead! 
I pray thee be near when that I have need. 
Hail, sweet of thy cheer! My heart would bleed 
To see thee sit here in so poor weed, 
     With no pennies. 
Hail! Put forth thy hand. 
I bring thee but a ball: 
Have and play thee withall, 
     And go to the tennis. 
 
from Tony Harrison’s adaptation of The Second Shepherds’ Play by The Wakefield Master 
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Opening Rite 

PRELUDE 
 

Chorale prelude on ‘In dulci jubilo’ (BuxWV 197) – Dieterich Buxtehude 
 
 
INTROIT 
 

The quartet sings: 
Unto us a child is born; unto us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder; and his name shall be called Angel of Mighty Counsel. O sing unto the Lord a new 
song: for he hath done marvelous things. Unto us… 

(Puer natus est nobis – Mode VI) 
 

PRAYER AT THE CRÈCHE 
 

A hallowed day has dawned upon us. 
Come and worship the Lord: 
for a great light has shone on the earth. 
 

Do I not fill heaven and earth?’ says the Lord. 
Now the Word is made flesh and laid in a narrow manger. 
 

From eternity to eternity you are God, 
and now we see you as a newborn child. 
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Let us pray. 
To you, O Christ, Word of the Father, 
we offer our lowly prayers and humble thanks; 
for love of our human race 
you most wonderfully chose to be born of Mary, 
and to take our nature as nevermore to lay it by; 
so that we might be born again by your Spirit 
and restored in the image of God; 
to whom, one blessed Trinity, 
be given all honour, might, majesty and power, 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN                   Please stand 
 

O Come, All Ye Faithful – Blue Hymn Book (Common Praise) 118 (vv. 1-5) 
 

All sing: 
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem; 
come and behold him, born the King of angels; 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 

God of God, Light of Light, 
lo, he abhors not the virgin's womb; 
very God, begotten not created:  
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
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Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 
glory to God, glory in the highest: 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 

See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle, 
leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear; 
we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps: 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning, 
Jesus, to thee be glory given; 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:  
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 

GREETING 
 

Gathering together on the ancestral, traditional and un-ceded  
territory of the xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam), Sḵwx̱wú7mesh (Squamish),  
and səl�ilwətaɬ (Tsleil-Waututh) First Nations, we meet  
+In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
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KYRIE 
 

The quartet sings: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

(Missa l’hora passa – Ludovico da Viadana) 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
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COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit. 
 

Let us pray. 
Almighty God, 
you wonderfully created  
and yet more wonderfully restored our human nature. 
May we share the divine life of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who humbled himself to share our humanity, 
and now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever.  
Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 

FIRST READING           Be seated 
 

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 
 

How beautiful upon the mountains 
   are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 
who brings good news, 
   who announces salvation, 
   who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’  
Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 
   together they sing for joy; 
for in plain sight they see 
   the return of the Lord to Zion.  
Break forth together into singing, 
   you ruins of Jerusalem; 
for the Lord has comforted his people, 
   he has redeemed Jerusalem.  
The Lord has bared his holy arm 
   before the eyes of all the nations; 
and all the ends of the earth shall see 
   the salvation of our God.  

(Isaiah 52:7-10) 
The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM 
 

A cantor sings the antiphon first; all repeat it thereafter. 

 
 

Sing to the Lord a new song,  
for he has done marvellous things.  
With his right hand and his holy arm  
has he won for himself the victory.       Antiphon 
 

The Lord has made known his victory;  
his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations.  
He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel,  
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.   Antiphon 
 

Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands;  
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.  
Sing to the Lord with the harp,  
with the harp and the voice of song.       Antiphon 
 

With trumpets and the sound of the horn  
shout with joy before the King, the Lord.  
Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it,  
the lands and those who dwell therein.     Antiphon 
 

Let the rivers clap their hands,  
and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord,  
when he comes to judge the earth. 
In righteousness shall he judge the world  
and the peoples with equity.        Antiphon 
 

(Psalm 98)  
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SECOND READING  
 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews. 
 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in 
these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through 
whom he also created the worlds. He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint 
of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made 
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become 
as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 
 

(Hebrews 1:1-4) 
The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  
 

ALLELUIA                 Stand 
 

A cantor begins the Alleluia; all repeat it thereafter. 
 

 
 

Alleluia. A hallowed day hath dawned upon the earth; come, ye nations, and worship the 
Lord: for on this day a great light hath descended upon the earth. Alleluia. 
 

(Dies sanctificatus – Mode V) 
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THE GOSPEL READING 
 

 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was 
in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one 
thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of 
all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to 
the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to 
testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 
know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all 
who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 
who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of 
a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

(John 1:1-14) 
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HOMILY           Be seated 
 

Father Matthew Johnson 
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NICENE CREED                Stand 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE         Remain standing 
 
Celebrant: 
Let us pray to Jesus our Saviour: 
 
Intercessor: 
Christ, born in a stable, 
give courage to all who are homeless. 
Jesus, Saviour, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Christ, for whom the angels sang, 
give the song of the kingdom to all who weep. 
Jesus, Saviour, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Christ, worshipped by the shepherds, 
give peace on earth to all who are oppressed. 
Jesus, Saviour, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Christ, before whom the wise men knelt, 
give humility and wisdom to all who govern. 
Jesus, Saviour, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Christ, whose radiance filled a lowly manger, 
give the glory of your resurrection to all who rest in you. 
Jesus, Saviour, 
hear our prayer. 
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Celebrant: 
Jesus, Saviour, child of Mary, 
you know us and love us, you share our lives 
and hear our prayer. 
Glory to you for ever.  
Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 
 

 
 

You may care to acknowledge your neighbours with a slight bow to share the Peace. 
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Liturgy of the Eucharist 

The collection plate is passed during the Offertory and all gifts given at this 
time will be blessed by the Celebrant along with the gifts of bread and wine 
for the Eucharist. Please feel free to give or to pass, as you are able.  
 

OFFERTORY ANTIPHON               Be seated 
 

The heavens are thine, the earth also is thine; thou hast laid the foundations of the round 
world, and all that therein is; righteousness and equity are the habitation of thy seat. 

(Tui sunt cæli – Mode I) 
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OFFERTORY HYMN                       Stand 
 

See Amid the Winter’s Snow – Blue Hymn Book (Common Praise) 148 
 

All sing: 
1. See amid the winter's snow, 
born for us on earth below, 
see, the tender Lamb appears, 
promised from eternal years! 
Hail, thou ever-blessed morn! 
Hail, redemption's happy dawn! 
Sing through all Jerusalem, 
Christ is born in Bethlehem. 
 

2. Lo, within a manger lies 
he who built the starry skies, 
who enthroned in height sublime 
sits amid the cherubim. 
Hail, thou ever-blessed morn! 
Hail, redemption's happy dawn! 
Sing through all Jerusalem, 
Christ is born in Bethlehem. 
 

3.Say, ye humble shepherds, say 
what your joyful news today; 
wherefore have ye left your sheep 
on the lonely mountain steep? 
Hail, thou ever-blessed morn! 
Hail, redemption's happy dawn! 
Sing through all Jerusalem, 
Christ is born in Bethlehem. 

 
4. "As we watched at dead of night, 
lo, we saw a wondrous light; 
angels singing 'Peace on earth' 
told us of the Saviour's birth."  
Hail, thou ever-blessed morn! 
Hail, redemption's happy dawn! 
Sing through all Jerusalem, 
Christ is born in Bethlehem. 
 

5. Sacred infant, all divine, 
what a mighty love was thine, 
thus to come from highest bliss 
down to such a world as this!  
Hail, thou ever-blessed morn! 
Hail, redemption's happy dawn! 
Sing through all Jerusalem, 
Christ is born in Bethlehem. 
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PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS               Stand 
 

Let us pray. 
God of peace, 
your Son Jesus Christ has reconciled us to you. 
May all we offer you today 
renew us as members of your household. 
We ask this in his name. 
Amen. 
  



24 | Solemn Mass  

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

 
 

Blessed are you, gracious God, 
creator of heaven and earth; 
we give you thanks and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who in the mystery of his incarnation 
was made perfect man 
of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; 
in him we have seen a new and radiant vision of your glory. 
Therefore with all the angels of heaven, 
we lift our voices and sing our joyful hymn of praise 
to proclaim the glory of your name. 
 

The quartet sings: 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, 
heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord most high. 
+Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord: 
Hosanna in the highest. 

(Missa l’hora passa – Ludovico da Viadana)  
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Kneel or remain standing 
 

We give thanks to you, Lord our God, for the goodness and love  
you have made known to us in creation; in calling Israel to be your people; 
in your Word spoken through the prophets;  
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son. 
 
For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world.  
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. 
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, 
out of sin into righteousness, 
out of death into life.  
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,  
a death he freely accepted, 
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you,  
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,  
“Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.” + 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine;  
and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them, and said,  
“Drink this, all of you:  
this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it,  
do this for the remembrance of me.” + 
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Therefore, Father, according to his command,  
we remember his death, 
we proclaim his resurrection,  
we await his coming in glory;  
 

Celebrant: 
and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving  
to you, Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.  
We pray you, gracious God, 
to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts,  
that they may be the sacrament 
of the body of Christ 
and his blood of the new covenant. 
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, 
that we, made acceptable in him, 
may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  
 

In the fullness of time, 
reconcile all things in Christ, 
and make them new, 
and bring us to that city of light 
where you dwell with all your sons and daughters;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
the firstborn of all creation, 
the head of the Church, 
and the author of our salvation;  
 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father,  
now and for ever. 
Amen.   
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THE LORD’S PRAYER                 Kneel 
 
Celebrant: And now, as our Saviour Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

 
 

AGNUS DEI 
 

The choir sings: 
 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world: have mercy upon us.  
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world: have mercy upon us.  
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world: grant us thy peace. 
 

(Missa l’hora passa – Ludovico da Viadana)  
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HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sin of the world: 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word, 
and my soul shall be healed. 
 

All who are baptized are invited to receive Holy Communion. You may stand or kneel at the 
altar rail. Please do not leave personal belongings unattended in your seat. If you require 
assistance, please ask one of the greeters. 
 

Hold out your hands to receive the Host, the Body of Christ. If you wish so to do, receive the 
Blood of Christ from the chalice-bearer. Do not take hold of the chalice, though you may 
touch its base to guide it. Dipping of the host (intinction) is not permitted in the diocese. 
 

The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. 
Amen. 
 

The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. 
Amen. 
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MOTET 
 

The choir sings: 
Ding, dong! Merrily on high 
In heav'n the bells are ringing 
Ding, dong! Verily the sky 
Is riv'n with angel singing 
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis. 
 

E'en so here below, below 
Let steeple bells be swungen 
And i-o, i-o, i-o 
By priest and people sungen 
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis. 
 

Pray ye dutifully prime 
Your matin chime, ye ringers 
May ye beautifully rime 
Your evetime song, ye singers 
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis. 
 

(Ding dong! merrily on high – 16th-c. French tune / harm. Charles Wood) 
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HYMN 
 

What Child Is This – Blue Hymn Book (Common Praise) 137 
 

All sing: 
What child is this, who, laid to rest,  
on Mary's lap is sleeping?  
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,  
while shepherds watch are keeping?  
This, this is Christ the King,  
whom shepherds guard and angels sing;  
haste, haste to bring him laud,  
the babe, the son of Mary. 
 

Why lies he in such mean estate  
where ox and ass are feeding?  
Good Christians, fear: for sinners here  
the silent Word is pleading.  
This, this is Christ the King,  
whom shepherds guard and angels sing;  
haste, haste to bring him laud,  
the babe, the son of Mary. 
 

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
come, peasant, king, to own him. 
The King of kings salvation brings; 
let loving hearts enthrone him.  
This, this is Christ the King,  
whom shepherds guard and angels sing;  
haste, haste to bring him laud,  
the babe, the son of Mary. 
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Concluding Rite  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                Stand 
 

Let us pray. 
Father of all, 
the child born for us is the Saviour of the world. 
May he who made us your children 
welcome us into your kingdom, 
where he is alive and reigns with you now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
THE BLESSING 
 

Christ, the Son of God, born of Mary, 
fill you with grace to trust his promises and obey his will; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, + and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be amongst you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
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THE ANGELUS 
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HYMN 
 

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing – Blue Hymn Book (Common Praise) 138 
 

All sing: 
1. Hark! The herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the new-born King,  
peace on earth, and mercy mild,  
God and sinners reconciled." 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,  
join the triumph of the skies;  
with the angelic hosts proclaim, 
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!"  
Hark! the herald angels sing,  
"Glory to the newborn King." 
 

2. Christ, by highest heaven adored; 
Christ, the everlasting Lord; 
late in time behold him come,  
offspring of a virgin's womb.  
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;  
hail, the incarnate Deity, 
pleased as one of us to dwell,  
Jesus, our Emmanuel!  
Hark! the herald angels sing,  
"Glory to the newborn King." 

 
3. Hail, the heaven-born Prince of 
Peace! 
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
risen with healing in his wings, 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
born that we no more may die, 
born to raise each child of earth, 
born to give us second birth.  
Hark! the herald angels sing,  
"Glory to the newborn King." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

POSTLUDE 
 

Fantasia on ‘In dulci jubilo’ (BWV 729) – J. S. Bach 
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CHRISTMAS FLOWER DEDICATIONS 
 

The flowers on the High Altar 
are given to the Glory of God 

 

in loving memory  
of Grace Grant 

 

in memory of  
Peter NS Leong, Kee Buoi Yeo, Michael Chong, Alywin Leong  

and all those we have left us 
 

in memory of  
the departed members of the Landherr and Fenton families 

 

in loving memory of  
our mother, Sheila Paterson,  

from Pamela, Shannon and Lane McDonald 
 

in memory of  
A. Lorne Campbell, Kathleen F. Campbell and Duncan L. Campbell 

 

in loving memory of  
En Kong Lai & Su Yin Lai 

by Linda & Peter Lai 
 

in memory of  
Ray Murphy, Greg Murphy, and Karen Offermann 

 

in memory of loved ones passed 
and with gratitude for my son by Louisa Farrell 

 

and in thanks for the many blessings of this year. 
 



CLERGY  
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     Non-Emergency #: 604-685-2532 xt 504     Emergency #:604-825-2379 
Street Outreach: Father Matthew Johnson: matthew@streetoutreach.net 
     Non-Emergency #: 604-685-7522  
Honorary Assistants: Father Neil Gray; Father Neil Fernyhough ; 
The Reverend Joyce Locht, Deacon (ret’d); Sister Mary Christian Cross, Deacon (ret’d) 
Clergy may be contacted through the Office: 604-685-2532 

PARISH STAFF  
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PARISH COUNCIL  
Chair: Louisa Farrell 

PARISH OFFICERS  
Bishop’s Warden: Reece Wrightman wardens@stjames.bc.ca 
Warden: Peggy Smyth wardens@stjames.bc,ca 
Warden: Leah Postman wardens@stjames.bc.ca 
Trustees: Ross Hornby; Michelle Heshka; Joanna Lam 
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